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MINUTES OF THE HALF-YEARLY CONFERENCE OF THE AUSTRALASIAN 
MISSION OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LaTTER-Day 
SAINTS, HELD IN THE OLD sense Rooms, Kino. Strert, 
SEPTEMBER 30TH, 1855. 

PRESENT :— 
President of the Mission,— 


Elder Augustus 
Josiah W. Fleming, ... Counsellor. 
Travelling Elders, — 
A. P. Dowdle. . William Baxter. 
Sydney Branch,— 
John Jones, President. W. Robb and R. Evans, Counsellors. 


A Hymn having been sung, prayer was a by Elder A. P. 
Dowdle, after which another Hymn was sung 

- Elder Jones then declared the Gunton open for the transac- 
tion of business. | 

Resolved ist, that Elder J. Jones be the Clerk of the Conference. 

2. That President A. Farnham preside. 

The President rose and said, that he rejoiced in the possession of 
the present priviledge of meeting the brethren in the capacity of a 
Conference, and was glad to see so numerous an attendance of the 
saints from the count We are met to transact business, pertain- 
ing to the Kingdom o of God ; the record of the business transacted 
here this day, will be. kept in the: archieves of both Heaven and 
— all that is — should be done with a motive, gto in 

all sincerity of hes being determined to fulfil the covenants that 
you make this mw let no one vote for that which they are not 
willing to sustain, it is the priviledge of all to vote; I want no 
hypocrites, let all vote in the affirmative or in the negative ; if any 
vote in the negative, they will be required to give their reason. 


- 
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Let the brethren sustain the Priesthood, and mantain their cove- 
nants, and walk faithfully and sincerely in obedience to counsel, 
and they shall attain unto salvation, which is or should be the great 
object of our lives ; fight the good fight of faith, and be not over- 
come by the things of the earth ; that you may be brought home to 
the presence of our father, do your utmost to spread righteousness 
over the face of the earth. 

Resolved 3rd. That Elder John Jones be sustained as President 
of the Sydney Branch, and Elders W. Robb, and R. Evans as his 
Counsellors. 

4. That brother John Perkins, Priest, be Treasurer of the Branch. 

The President then said, that for the purpose of completing the 

residency of the mission, he had called Elder A. P. Dowdle, to be 
bis second Counsellor. 

Resolved 5th. That we sustain by our faith, prayers and means, 
Augustus Farnham as President of the Australasian Mission, and 
Elders J. W. Fleming, and A. P. Dowdle as his Counsellors. 

6. That we sustain by our faith and prayers, Brigham Young as 
President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, in 
Zion, and throughout the world, also as their Prophet, Seer, Reve- 
lator and Leader in Israel ; also, Heber C. Kembell, and Jedediah 
M. Grant, as his Counsellors. 

7. That we sustain by our faith and prayers, the Quorum of 
twelve Apostles, or trayelling High Counsel. 

8. That we sustain by our faith and prayers, the Patriarch and 
all other authorities of the Church in Zion, and throughout the 
world. 

The President rose and said, that h2 had received communications 
from Victoria, Adelaide and New Zealand. In Victoria the work 
was prospering, baptisms were taking place almost every week ; 
the Gospel is beginning to take root amongst the Welch in that 
colony ; Elder Spencer is actively engaged in travelling and preach- 
ing, I have received communications from some that are preparing 
to gather with the next company, although they have not yet been 
baptized ; in Adelaide, where Elder Norton is presiding, the work 
seems at a stand still at present, I am intending to visit that place 
en my next tour. 

Intelligence from Elder Cooke, who is at New Zealand, is very 
flattering, good has been done in that land, the inhabitants are 
beginning to'enquire after and reeeive him, it was net so when we 
first went there, it was with great difficulty that we could get an 
entrance anywhere. The work has met with great opposition in 
that land, but now many that were most Violent in their opposition, 
are willing to receive Elder Cooke, and to minister to his necessities, 
and their is great enquiry for books. : 
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- Elder A. P. Dowdle — the N. W. Section, and that he had 


laboured there during the past quarter, preaching at Maitland, 
Paterson River, Allyn River, and Teachester. The work of the 
Lord is prospering, baptisms taking place, many enquiring, the 
saints rejoicing in the Lord, their hearts being intently fixed fer 
Zion. This report embraces the labours of Elder Baxter also. 

Elder J. W. Fleming addressed the meeting, when a Hymn w 
sung, the Meeting adjourned until 3 p.m. Benediction by Elder J. 

ones. 

Adjourned Meeting at 3 p.m. 

A Hymn was sung, when prayer was offered by Elder W. Baxter, 
another Hymn was then sung, after which the Sacrament was 
administered by Elder Jones. 

The President addressed the meeting on the subject of gathering. 
During his address he stated that ali must consider that they had 
counsel to gather, such as would be required to stay would receive 
direct counsel to that effect. 

Dismissed with singing and benediction by Elder Jones. 

Conference adjourned until 7 Pp. m. 

Meeting opened with singing and prayer, by Elder J. W. Fleming. 
Another Hymn was sung, when Elder A. P. Dowdle addressed the 
Meeting on the First Principle of the Gospel. 7 
Conference adjourned until 11 a. m., Monday, at 103, Parramaita 

treet. 

Dismissed with singing and benediction by the President. 

Adjourned Meeting, at 103, Parramatta Street, on Monday, at 
11 o’clock A. M. 

Meeting opened by prayer, after which addresses were delivered by 
Elders Baxter, A. P. Dowdle, Fleming, Jones, and the President. 
Adjourned until7 p.m. Dismissed with benediction, by Elder Jones. 

Adjourned Meeting at 7 p.m. 

Meeting opened with prayer, after which addresses were delivered 
by Elders Fleming, Jones, and the President. 

Conference adjourned until the first Sunday in January, 1856.:- 

Dismissed with benediction by the President. ae. , 


JOHN JONES, CLERK. A. FARNHAM, Presipent. 


E SUBSTANCE OF ELDER J. JONES’ FIRST LECTURE IN 

REPLY TO THE REV. 8. C. KENT’S LECTURE ON MOR- 
MONISM, DELIVERED IN. SYDNEY, ON SUNDAY 
¥ AUGUST 1ern. 


Breturen, Sisters, and Friends, it is with mixed feelings of pain and 
pleasure that I appear before you, I am pained in having to meet slanders, 
that have times and again been rebutted, and [ rejoice in having an oppor- 
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tunity of giving a reason for the hope that is within me, and also of bearing 
my testimony to the fact, that the Lord is orming a great and marvél- 
lous work in the day and age in which we live ; and not beliéving with 8, 
C. Kent, Butler. 


“ Honduras or Fernando, | 
That a man can do no more than he can do."’ 


But knowing (having witnessed the same,) that by the Gift and Power 
of the Holy Ghost, that a man may perform many things, ¢wat without 
the said power he is incapable of performing. I therefore request an 
interest in the prayers of my brethren and sisters. ; 

The Rev. S. C. Kent stated that he had selected Mormonism, because 
it was of present intrest, and that he feared it had been too much neglected 
by out public teachers, arid because that it is desirable that our young men 
should be acquainted with, and able to expose this imposture. He 
acknowledged that the Mormons had thriveh amid eral oppression, had 
conquered the most astonishing difficulties, and that they could boast not 
only of a complete organization, but the possession of worldly wealth, 
influence, and power. Their progress has been rapid to a degree 
unparalled in the history of religious imposture, he also acknowledged that 
a great portion of the land in the Great Salt Lake Valley was wonderfully 
fertile, and that it abounded in facilities for pasturage and cultivation ; here 
(he said) thé 'Mormidns have rtow firmly fixed themselves, and have made 
since 1848, tontinudl ; fitther settlements have been established, 
and several cities founded. In yey prosperity, the néw common wealth 
has a‘lvanced with a rapidity truly wonderful ; an admirable system of 
has been completed, over the principal rivers have 
built, ironworks arid niimes; factories, nailworks and innuthérable sawing 

ills exist, pyblic baths have been erected, and a university has been 
ounded. We thank the gentleman for the foregoing acknowledgments, 
and especially the latter pat as ‘it is m itself a velhcient refutation of 
the lies that have recently been going the round of some of the Australian 


- Neither did‘he (the Rev. S. C. Kent,) deal in the usual reproaches and 


- calumnies heaped upon the saints of God, the only thing alluded to by him 
ap affecting their moral Standing, was the law arriage ; he of course 


looks upon the Greek and Roman law of Monogati y, as being truly virtuous, 
whilft the saints holli the Patriarchal law ‘to be the most pute, the law that our 
Heavenly Father has mstituted for imparting imcreaséd glory and powet to 
man im the eternal worlds. Having made these acknowledgments, we 
must declare, that we have somewhat against the Lecturer. And in the 
first place we have to complain, that the gentleman has taken Mormonism 
as it has been py and it for himeelf. 
‘The greatest portion of the language he -not his but 

of the “Tilustrated History,” the “ Belostie Review,” arid Ww 

did sot. he (the Lecturer) enquire of his friends, whht'had ‘been to 
supress Mormonism? if he had done so, he would Have: asce: , that 
something more than an historical account, was mecessary to enable the 
‘Young Men’s to be ahle toe the (supposed) 
imposture. Why did be net meet the principles of Mormonism, as it 


| 
| 
‘ 
‘y 
} 
} 
4 
; 


53 


ivere right in the fuce—as.an intelligent being, grapple with them—showw firth 
their falsity by reason, and not by declamation? Why did he pet deal 
with the Prophet Joseph Smith, and his doctrines, in the same manner that he 
does with Jesus Christ and His doctrines, together with the Apostle and the 
early christians? If he were to go to the pious Scribes and Pharisees, 
who fasted and prayed much tor the Character of Jesus Christ, would notithey 
declare him to be a glutton, a wine bibber, an associate with publicans and 
sinners, that he sent His disciples to take a colt belonging to another, that 
he rode upon it into Jerusalem with great worldly pomp; His Cesciples 
_ declaring Him to be the King, who had come in the name of the. Lord, 
and that he justified himself and His followers, declaring, that if they did 
not do it the stones would; and that after this, He gave instructions to His 
people, to sell their garments and buy a sword, that he blasphemed. 
f he (the Lecturer) will take the character of Jesus Christ from 
His personal friends, why not take the character: of J Smith from 
those who have been intimately acquainted with him. There are two 
present (President A. Farnham and Elder Fleming) who were intimately 
acquainted with the prophet ; also, Elder John Murdock, who was. the 
first to preach the gospel in these lands. ‘These witnesses have lived a 
considerable time in these colonies, and their moral. character is un- 
impeachable ; all these testify of the moral excellency of Jasepb. Smith. 
As to the certificates of the character of Joseph Smith refered to, these 
were got up by Dr. P. Hurlbut, who. was cut off from the church for his 
wicked conduct; he was also, afterwards, bound to the peace for threaten- 
ing the life of the Prophet. This man laid ? scheme tor speculation, goa 
at the same time to destroy the character of Joseph Smith, and prejudice 
the minds of the people against the Book of Morman, for this h 
scoured the country in search of those who were bigoted and wick enough 
to testify to anything that would militate against Mormonism ; he yisi 
the places where the Smiths had resided, and any person who had heard of 
an imperfection in the life or conduct of the Smith’s family, their testimony 
was taken. Some testified against him for no other reason than that they 
believed he lied in stating that he received revelation. This is the source from 
whence the testimony against hp Prophet Joseph’s character is derived—a 
man whe was cut off from pe hureh for his iniquity—who was laid under 
bond by the legal tribunal of his country for having threatened to murder—a 
man whose moral character was so degraded that he durst net publish his 
book in his own name, but had to compromise the affair with one E. D. 
Howe, a printer in Pamsyille, Ohio, who being chafed because his own 
wife and sister belonged to the Church of Letter da Saints, he became the 
adopted father of the book got up by Hurlburt. e first edition of which 
was entitled ‘‘ Mormonism Unveiled,” second “History of Mormonism,” 
in this book.is inserted the S ding story, into which the Lecturer tagether 


with the whole learned world enter as into an high tower of defence ; but, 
ah ! how little do they think of the baseless character of their refuge, that, 
being based on lies it cannot stand the penetrating jnfluence of truth. How 
little do they think, that it. was conceived in inequity and matured by fraud, 
and that its infaray and vileness can be made more apparent than the state- 
ment of old; that the desciples of Jesus came by night and stole 
away His body. | | 
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In this book (Mormonism Unveiled, page 287) it is stated, that, “ A- 
Messenger was despatched to look up the widow of Spalding, who was 
found residing in Massachusets, and that she stated, that Spalding had a 
great variety of manuscripts, and she recollected that one was entitled, the 
‘‘Manuscript Found,” but of its contents she had no distinct knorledge. 
While they lived in Pittsburg, she thinks it was taken to the printing office 
of Patterson and Lambdin; but whether it was ever brought back again 
she is quite uncertain. If it was, however, it was then with his other 
writings, in a trunk which she had left in OstegoCo., N. Y. It is further 
stated, that “ the trunk refered to, was subsequently examined, but the 
manuscript was not found therein.” Hence it is infered, that the ‘“‘ Manu- 
script Found,” was not returned to Spalding, from the office cf Patterson 
and Lambdin, but remained there for years, and that it fell into the hands © 
of Sydney Rigdon, who converted it into the ‘‘ Book of Mormon;” yet, he 
did not know enough to alter the names which Spalding made use of, but 
left them precisely as they were in the “‘ Manuscript Found.” 


This is according to the testimony of John Spalding, John N. Miller, 
Oliver Smith, and others. They are also represented as stating, that they 
were acquainted with the contents of the manuscript, and that it purported 
to give a history of the ten tribes of Israel. They state that they 
have examined the Book of Mormon, and know the historical part, 
names, &c., to be the same, with the exception of the religious matter. — 


In order to know what amout of credit is to be given to the foregoing 
statement, we have only to refer to the Book of Mormon, this will convince 
any man, that if these men did really make this statement, that they testi- 
fied falsely ; for the Book of Mormon does not pretendto give any account 
of the lost tribes of Israel. It gives a history of a remnant of the tribe of 


Joseph. 

If S. C. Kent had read the Book of Mormon he never would have in- 
serted this testimony, for he would have seen that the religious part of it 
is so interwoven with the history, that it would be impossible to seperate 
them. He would have seen that to take away the religious part would 
be to’destroy the history. But there is also the widow Spalding’s testi- 
mony*published first in the “ Boston Recorder,” in May 1839; this has 
been copied into the “ Illustrated History,” from whence S. C. Kent ex- 
tracted. It was headed the “ Mormon Bible,” and purported to be signed 
by Matilda Davidson, (the widow Spalding having married a Mr. David- 
son). In this communication she is made to say positively that the manu- 
script was taken to the office of Patterson, of Pittsburg, and returned again 
to its owner, and that it had been carefully preserved by her since Spald- 
ing’s death. This testimony flatly contradicts what is said to be her testi- 
mony in “Mormonism Unveiled.” In one it is said, she knows not 
what has become of it (the manuscript) and that she has no distinct knor- 
ledge of tte contents ; an the other, that she has it in her possession, and has 
carefully preserved it ever since Spalding’s death, in 1816, and the idea is 
carried, that she let Hurlburt have it, and that it was compared with 
the Book of Mormon. Here appears to be some knavery or dishonest work ; 
Hurlburt appears in connection with both statements. Having shown pre- 

viously how the first testimony was got up, we shall now show the fraud 
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connected with the latter, and shall quote an article published in the 
* Quincy (Illinois) Whig,” on this subject, headed— : 

A cunning device detected. It will be recollected that a few months 
since, an article appeared in several of the papers, purporting to give an 
account of the origin of the Book of Mormon. How far the writer of that 
piece has effected his purpose ; or what his purposes were in pursuing this 
course, I shal] not attempt to say at this time, but shall call on every can- 
did man to judge this matter for himself, and shall content myself by pre- 
senting before the public the other side of the question, in the form of a 
letter that follows :— 

Copy of a letter written by Mr. John Haven, of Holiston, Middlesex 
Co., icschenstie to his daughter Elizabeth Haven, of Quincy, Adams 
Co., lilinois. | 

Your brother Jesse passed through Monson where he saw Mrs. David- 
son and her daughter Mrs McHinstry, and also Dr. Ely. and spent several 
hours with them, during which time he asked them the following questions, 
viz. : “ Did you, Mrs. Davidson, write a letter to John Storrs, giving an 
account of the origin of the Book of Mormon?” Answer, “I did not.” 
‘‘ Did you sign your name to it?” Answer, “I did not, neither did I 
ever see the letter until I saw it in the “ Boston Recorder ;” the letter was 
never brought to me to sign.” ‘* What agency had you in having this 
letter sent to Mr. Storrs?” Answer, “ D. R. Austin came to my house 
and asked me some questions, took some minutes on paper, and from these 
minutes wrote that letter.” ‘Is what is written in the letter true?” 
Answer, “‘ in the main it is.” “Have you read the Book of Mormon?” 
Answer, “1 have read some in it.” ‘ Does Mr. Spalding’s manuscript 
and the Book of Mormon agree?” Answer, “ I think some few names are 
alike.” ‘Does the manuscript describe an idolatorous or a religious 
people?” Answer, ‘an people.” Where is the manu-— 
script?” Answer, “Dr. P. Hurlburt came here and took it—said he 
would get it printed, and let me have one half the profits.” ‘has Dr. 
P. Hurlburt got the manuscript printed?” Answer, “1 received a letter 
stating that it did not read as they expected, and they should not print it.” 
‘“* How large is Mr. Spalding’s manuscript?” Answer, “ about one-third 
as large as the Book of Mormon.” 

Questions to Mrs. McKinstry, (Spalding’s daughter.) “ How old was 
you when your father wrote the manuscript?” Answer, .“ about five 
years of age.” ‘ Did you ever read the manuscript?’’ Answer, “ when 
I was about twelve years of age I used to read it for diversion.” “ Did 
the manuscript describe an idolatorous or a religious wr ?” Answer, 
“an idolatorous people.” ‘‘ Does the manuscript and the Book of Mor- 
mon agree.” Answer, “I think some of the names agree.” “ Are you 
certain that some of the names agree?” Answer, “I am not.” ‘ Have 
you ever read any in the Book of Mormon?” Answer, “I have not.” 
“Was your name attached to that letter which was sent to Mr. John 
Storrs, by your order?” Answer, “no, I never ment that my name 
should be there.” You see by the above questions and answers that Mr. . 
Austin, in his great zeal to destroy the Latter-day Saints, has asked Mrs. 
Davidson a few questions, then wrote a letter to Mr. Storrs, in his own 
language, and signed her name to it without her consent. [I do not say that 
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the above questions and answers were givenin the form that I have written 
them ; but these questions were asked, and these answers were given. 
Mrs. Davidson is about seventy years of age, and somewhat broak. 


JOHN HAVEN. 
The above reveals the mystry, brings to light the hiden things of dis- 
, and sets the matter in its true light before the people. 


- Hurlburt, for the two fold purpose of making money, and of blasting the 
character of Joseph Smith, concocts the ding lie. Whilst he was on 
his slander hunting mission, he went to Salem, in Ohio, where he. 
herd of the romance ; when having conspired with John Spalding, Luke 
Wright, and others, he starts for Massachusets after the manuscript, gets 
it by promising to publish it, and give the owner one-half of the profits— 
returns—compares it with the Book of Mormon—finds it does not sme 
Feeling assured, that if the manuscript should come to light, his wicked- 
ness would be established, he either concealed or destroyed it; and in his 
book carried out the idea, that it had never been returned from the office 
of Patterson, and that it fell into the hands of Sydney Rigdon, who converted 
it into the Book of Mormon. 

Meanwhile, before this book could be issued from the press, a Mormon 
teacher goes to Holleston, Mass., preaches and baptizes a deacon and 
several members of the Presbyterian church in that place. The Rev. Mr. 
Storrs, their minister, becoming alarmed for his craft, and hearing some- 
thing about this Spalding romance, he wrote to Mr. D. R. Austin, one of 
his good friends, that lived near Mrs. Davidson, re —— get all the 
information he could concerning the matter, and send it to him forthwith, 
hoping thereby, no doubt, to save the remainder of his flock. Mr. 
Austin accordingly goes to Mrs. Davidson, and asked her some ques- 
tions, and then writes a letter to Mr. Storrs, and signs Mrs. Davidson's 
name to it; and Mr. Storrs immediately publishes it ia the “ Boston 
Th scheme of and 

us this e of iniquity was carried on by wicked designing 
men, for the sake of ome ell and to destroy the character of mnoeent 
men, who never had done them any harm ; and to blast the reputation of 
those that God had sent to preach the gospel of salvation, and to warn this 
generation to prepare for the great day of the Lord, which is near at hand. 

We shall briefly refer to the statement, that the copying and:addition to 
the pious er ys idolatrous romance, was performed by Sydney Rig- 
don, and shall make a few chronological statements that will brand their 
assertion as an imfamous lie. : 

In the first place we would observe, that the letter purporting to be 
Mrs. Davidson’s, states, that Spalding wrote a romance m 1812; that he 
subsequently removed to Pittsburg; that the manuscript was handed in 
to Mr. Pattersons, whilst in his possession it was copied by Sydney Rigdon ; 
it was again returned to its owner, who died in 1816, since which time it 
has been carefully preserved by his widow. Sydney Rigdon remained at 
home with his parents, following the occupation of a2 farmer, until he was 
seventeen years of age, when his father died, after which he contmued on 
the same farm with his mother until he was twenty-six years of age. In 
1819 he went to study with the Rev. Andrew Clark ; in May of the same 
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he removed to Ohio, and studied with the Rev. Adamson Bently ; 


was returned to him, and had ever since ‘ been vat orn preserved by his 
widow ; in August 1824 he resigned his pas charge, after which he | 
laboured in that city, (not as a compositor,) but as a journe tanner ; 
in 1826 he removed to the state of Ohio, and there in 1830 he first beheld 
the Book of Mormon, it oe a to him by P. P. Pratt, it had then 
been published about six mon 

The whole of the foregoing statements, in reference to the Spalding 
Romance, and the infamous conduct of Hurlburt, Storrs and others, have 
been before the public for more than fifteen years, and they have not 9 
even attempted to be denied by any of the parties concerned. The 6ub- 
stance of these statements were published by Elder Wandell, in the Empire 
ot March 6th, 1852 ; yet Editors and Priests hang to this abominable 
falsehood, just as a drowning man atastraw. 5S, C. Kent asks in 
reference to the characters, in which it is said that 
was originally written. Why not use the Hebrew ? we answer that if it 
had been so, then the word of the Lord, through his prophet, would have 
been falsified. Isaiah in the 29th , Says in substance, that a little 
before Lebon oo Land of Palestine) should become a fruitful field, 
that the record of a people that had once been great and pow 
come forth out of the earth, that some of its characters ould be presented 
to the learned, who should declare that they could not read them, and that 

were sealed, and that it should be presented to the unlearned, and 

that the Lord through him, should perform a marvelleus work and a 
wonder, the record was to be d,. for the deaf were to heavy its 
words and the blind to see them. If the Book of Mormon had been 
written in a language known to the learned, this prophecy could not have 
been fulfilled. 
. He states that the hieroglyphics of Egypt and Ninevah, have been 
disciphered. Whe, wo would bint? Has a Nimrod, a Ninus, 
a Nebwehadnezzar, or a Pharoh, from the spirit world, communicated with 
the leamed. He also asks whether any disinterested ever saw these 
plates, or any of the original characters copied from SN ANS 

We answer, yes, Professor Anthon has geen the cheracters, but ¢ould 
not read them, some of the — characters of the Book of Mormon were 
transcribed, and taken to him by Martin Harris, He then declared them 
to be a “‘ hoax,” but the following from the 27} page of “‘Phe Mormons 
er Latter Day Saints,” will show that the glyphs or characters presented to 
him, were genuine. “‘ In this, it would now appear that Professor Anthon 
judged to hastily. Some glyphs wean? Rafinesque, and 
of which fac-similes were given in the Asiatic Journal for 1832, (two years 
after the:publication of the Book of Mormon,) agree very much with the 
description of the i as shown to him (Anthon, by the Mormon 
emissary. By an inspection ofthe fac-similes of these forty six elernen- 
"tary glyphs, we find all the particulars which Professor Anthon —— 
to the ch rs, which he says Martin Harris presented to tin. 
Greek Hebrew, and all sorts of letters inverted and ‘in different positions, 


Baptist Church of that city, this was siz years after Spalding’s romance 
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with sundry delineations of half moons, planets, suns, and other natural 
objects, are found among these forty-six elements. | 

n 1843 six plates of brass were found of a bell shape, being bound 
together by a ring and completely covered with the like characters. 

Here then are disinterested witnesses, Professors Anthon and Refinesque, 
who bear record that Joseph Smith had a knowledge of the ancient glyphs 
of America, some three or four years before they were presented to the 
world. 

We shall add another very important and disinterested witness, it is John 
L. Stephens. We extract the following from his travels in Central 
America, a copy of which we had the pleasure of reading about three years 
ago, it came from the Australasian Library. 

Mr. Stephens writes ‘‘ Much has been written accounting for the first 
peopling of America, some have considered the aboriginals as not proceed- 
ing from the same commun father as the rest of mankind, others have 
ascribed their origin to a remnant of the antideluvian inhabitants, who 
survived the deluge and have considered them the most ancient people on 
the earth.” 

“ Some of the workmanship in Copan is equal to the finest Egyptian 
sculpture, indeed it would be impossible, with the best instruments of 
modern times, to cut stones more perfectly.” 

“‘ We sat down on the very edge of the wall, and strove in vain to pene- 
trate the mystery by which we were surrounded. Who were the people 
that built this city ? In the ruined cities of Egypt, even the long lost 
Petreia, the stranger knows the story of the people, whose vestage are 
around him. America, say historians, was peopled by savages; but savoges 
never carved these stones. We asked the Indians who made them, and their 
answer was ‘‘ Quien Sabe ?” who knows. 

There were no associations connected with the place ; none of those 
stirring recollections which hallow Rome, Athens, and 

“ The world’s great mistress in the Egyptian plain,” 
but architecture, sculpture, and paintings, all the arts which embellish life, 
had flourished in this bye-grown forest, orators, warriors, and statesmen, 


_ . beauty, ambition and glory, had lived and passed away and none knew that 


such things had been or could tell of their passed existence. Books, the 
record of knowledge, are silent upon this theme.” 

“The city was desolate—it lay before us like the shattered barque in the 
midst of the ocean, her masts gone—her name effaced—her crew perished, 
and none to tell whence she came*-to whom she belonged—how long on 
her voyage, or what caused her destruction ; her lost people to be traced 
ac by some fancied resemblance in the construction of the vessel, and 
04 aps never to be known at all. The place where we sat, was it a cita- 

from which an unknown ple sounded the trumpet of war! or a 
temple for the worship of the God of peace ; or did the inhabitants worship 
idols made with their own hands, and offer sacrifices on the stones before 
them? All was mystery—dark, impenetratable mystery, and every circum- 
stance increased it.” , 

“In tthe collosal skeletons of gigantic temples stand inthe unwatered 
sands in al] the nakedness of desolation; here an immense forest shrouded 
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the ruins, hiding them from sight, heightened the impression and moral 
effects, giving an intensity and almost wildness to the interest. I believe 
that its history is engraven in its monuments ; but who shall read them? © 
“* Chaos of ruin, who shall trace the void, 
_ Over the dim fragments cast a lunar light, 
And say here was or is whose all is cloudy night.’’ 

Here then the fact, that the language of ancient America, is an unknown 
language, is established beyond the possibility of a contradiction ; as is also 
the incapacity of the learned to deciphertheir records. If they could have 
read the original record of the Book of Mormon, why do they not read the 
characters that have already been presented to them, and that are to be 
found in those numerous ruins with which central America abounds; and 
tell us from whence their inhabitants came? under whose direction these 
cities were built? What deeds of fame have been performed within 
their precints, or for their defence? What was the nature and character 
of their social compact, and of their religion, and how was it that they fell 
and became forgotten? ‘The learned cannot answer these question ; but 
the Lord through the unlearned prophet Joseph Smith, has given their 
history : herein worldly wisdom perished, and worldly prudence is hid. 

The Rey. gentleman again, in the very language of the “ Eclectic Re- 
view,” says, ‘‘ It would be equally unfair not to admit, that many important 
truths are taught by the Mormons; but they have no truths that are not 
already taught in the Bible ; and they teach for truths many other things 
—and these are their distinguishing doctrines—which are not taught 
in the Bible, but are contrary to the things which are taught there as the dis- 
tinguishing doctrines of the gospel.” 

Now why did not the Lecturer say what these doctrines were, that were 
not taught in the Bible, and that were contrary to it? Is he alike ignorant 
of the contents ot the Bible, and of the doctrines of the Mormons ; so that he 
could not point out the latter, nor refer to the former, or is he one of those 
that loveth and maketh a lie. As he has not pointed out any of the dis- 
tinguishing doctrines of Mormonism, we sh::ll do so for him; the pecu- 
liarly distinguishing doctrine of Mormonism is Revelation, upon it, it stands 
or falls. If Revelation be a true and distinguishing doctrine of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, Mr. Kent and modern christendom must be wrong, for 
they deny it, and its truth will establish the probability of the truth of 
Mormonism. 

We shall therefore proceed at once to demonstrate from the Bible of 
Divine Truth, that Revelation is so essential a principal of the Religion of 
Heaven, or the Gospel of Jesus Christ, that it cannot exist without it. 
“‘ And these signs shall follow (all) them that believe ; in my name they 
shall cast out devils, they shall speak with new languages,” &c. Mark 16, 
17,18. “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one 
of vou in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of your sins, and you 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, for the promise is unto pen! and 
to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the our 
God shall call, Acts 2, 38, 39. In the 17th and 18th verses it is said that 
the influence of the gift of the Holy Ghost, will be that, “Sons and 
daughters shall phophesy,” “‘ Young men see visions, and old men dream 
dreams, and on my servants and on my handmaidens, [ will pour out in 
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those days of my spirit, and they shall PROPHESY.” Jesus also said 
that this said Holy Ghost should “ gnide inte all truth and ehere his 
things to come.” Paul s that the saints may be blessed with the spiri 
of wisdom and revelation, Eph. 1, 17 ; and gays positively that God for 
the stability and perfecting of His saint, “hath set” in His Church “ apos- 
tles and prophets ;” an apostle is a special messenger, there can be no 
special message, except it be communicated, (revealed) ; and there can be 
no et without revelation, see also the whole of the 12th Chap. of' the 
1 Cor. These are not isolated passages, but are such as agree with their 
context in every particular, also with the context of the Bible. 

Nothing is sickens from the Bible, than that God would give revelation 
in the latter days, for the gathering of His people, and the ee 
and up-building of His Kmgdom ; Ezekiel says, t As I live saith the Lord 
God, surely with a mi ~ and with a stretched out arm, and with 
fury poured out, will T rule over you: And I will bring you out from 
the people, and will gather =< from the countries wherein ye are scat- 
tered, with a mighty hand, with a stretched out arm, and with fury 
poured out: And I will bring you into the wilderness of the people, 
and there will I plead with you face to face: Like as I pleaded with your 
fathers, in the of , 80 will I plead with you, saith the Lord 
God. 20th Chap. 33, 34, 35, 36 verses ; see also the 87th Chap. Jer. 31, 
Isaiah 11. 

Enough has been said to excite within your minds, a spirit of enquiry, 
and eae ares you to lay aside all prejudice, and cepnistons Mormonism for 
yourself, and as we are not afraid to trust the fate of Mormonism to the 
_ God of Heaven, we beseech you to seek wisdom from him, for he giveth 

liberally and up-braideth not. 

We now bear our humble testimony unto you, that we know that Joseph 
Smith was the Prophet of God, that the Gospe] has been restored in its 

jainness, and in its fulness, and our message to one and all is, Believe the 

1, repent and be baptized, for the remission ef your sims, and you 

shali receive the Holy for the promise is unto all them that believe. 
May the Lord bless you. Amen. | | 


wres ¥ 


Sydney, Oct. 24th, 1855. 
To the Saints and Inhabitants of these Colonies. 

The public press having noticed a charge against me during the 
past week, and having varied in their statements, [ thought it better 
to state briefly the fatts of the case in our periodical. ‘On ‘Phnrs- 
day, the 18th instant, about 3 p.m., I was apprehended by Inspector 
Singleton, of the Sydney Police, on a warrant harping ne with the 
abduction of Elizabeth Ann Phillips, the danghter of W. G, A. 
Phillips ; he aecompanied the officers, and aaid, when | opened the 
door, here is your man? When we got inte Bank-street, Phillips said 
to me, now see what. power there isin your Prie , if you have 
any pewernow, manifest it; you are not in America now, you have — 
got to be tried by the laws of this country ? I replied I was walling 
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to abide the laws of any country in which E resided? Mr. Singleton 
said I was a prisoner, and that I should not be insulted while in his 
oliarge? We soon arrived at the police station, George-street, when 
I was placéd in a small damp cell, which I afterwards changed for a 
larger anid more airy one, I made every effort to communicate my 
condition, but of no avail ; as the night advanced drunkards, one after — 
another, were brought in; I had fifteen such companions, and there 
was such a night of cursing, yeling, singing, &e. I was furnished 
with a blanket, being the only one so indulged. On Friday 
<a { again tade an effort to communicate my case to 
Elder Robb, who lives across the street, offering any reasonable 
reward, but all was in vain ; 1 was ushered into court, in company 
with the disreputable lot I had spent the night with, and was placed 
in the prisoners’ doek, before Messrs. Dowling, Ellio't and Allen, 
magistrates. 


Inspector Singleton deposed to my apprehension, that I made no 
resistance, and said he had not been yet able to ascertain where the 
girl was. My acctser, W. G. A. Phillips, deposed that 1 was the 
head of the \iormons in Sydney, that I had two wives, and obtained 
my living by visiting from house to house ; I was in the habit of 
visiting his house, and was acquaitited with his family, that he had 
no khowledge of his wife ot daughter since Moriday, about ten 
o'clock ; he had searched all over Sydney, but was unable to find 
them ; that from information received from Mrs. Terrel, he had 
obtained the Warrant against me. Mrs. Terrel deposed, that she 
saw two persons crossing the green on Monday morning, thought 
it was the girl amd myself, but did not know, believed that the 
mothet atid daughter where at the present moment in their own 

ouse. 

Mr. Terrel was ¢alled, but knew nothing. At this s Mr. 
Allen suggested that the dase be dismissed, when Mr. G.R. Nichols, 
Attorney for the Plaintiff, applied for a remand to obtain the 
evidence of the thothter and daughter. The case was remanded and 
{ admitted to bail, myself in £40, and two sureties £20 each. Mr. 
Allen remarked, “ Perhaps he can get some of his Brethren to give 
bail for him?” ‘“f answered that I could give good security either 
mm the Church or otit of it?” 

I was then again taken back to the cells, this was about one o’clock, 
aiid although I again applied eight or ten times for a communica- 
cation to be seit toEldet Robb’s, offering toney, bat it was all in 
vain near 4 o*clock, when Robb came he was astonished 
anil lost’ tio time ih securing bond, himself and Elder Gingell were 
séon there, and the recognizance filled, but it was after six 
before I got duit, for want of 2 Magistrate to officiate. 

On Saturday morning I attended the Police Court with my 
Attorney, Mr. Redman, my witnesses and many of my friends ; quite 


& contrast to the previous day, about 12 o’clock the case was called. 
Mr. Nichols called on Elizabeth Ann Phillips, after recovering from 
the excitement, Mr. Allen enquired “ What is your age,” Answer, 
“11 years on the 26th of January next,” Question, “Can you 
read,’ Answer, “ Yes;”’ the oath was then administered unto her, 
after which she deposed. Examined by Mr. Nichols. “I am 
acquainted with Mr. Fleming, I saw him on Sunday and Tuesday ; 
I saw him on Sunday at meeting ; on Tuesday morning as he passed 
the door ; I went from home on Monday and Tuesday to see a little 
friend ; I ran after Mr. Fleming ; I said I would accompany him, 
he did not ask me to accompany him ; I went to him for protection, 
because he was a friend of my fathers, he accompanied me to Mr. 
Tunks, I stopped at Mr. Tunks’s. 
Examined by Mr. Allen. ‘“ I returned home about half-past five, 
T think it was that time ; I slept at home on Tuesday night and on 
: yo night ; I have been at home ever since ; \ir. Fleming did 
i | not take me home. After her depositions were read to her, she 
| turned to Mr. Allen, and said “ I have seen my father since Sunday, 
= I saw him on Tuesday evening, as I returned from Vr. Tunks.”’ 
1 Mr. Redman now rose and said that he appeared for the defend- 
ant, when Mr. Nichols remarked that there was no necessity for 
any one to appear in the case ; the girl had told a plain tale, and he 
believed it. Fromthe bench, do you? Mr. Nichols, yes. ‘The 
Bench then said that I was discharged. 
_ The above evidence whilst it clears me, it does not fully exhibit 
the wicked malignity that characterizes this case. I shall now 
make some remarks onit. In the first place Mr. Singleton stated that 
he was unable to learn where the girl was, if he had only visited 
Hill’s building, he would have found the missing child at home, and 
the perjury of Phillips is clear, for he stated that he had searched 
allover Sydney, but was unable to find either the daughter or 
mother, whilst his daughter bore witness that she had seen him on 
- Tuesday evening, and if she had been further examined, she would 
have proved that she had a conversation with him, that she told 
him that she had been at Mr. Tunks’ spending the day, that she 
was on her way home, that her mother was at home, and had been 
all the time, that Mr. Kendell was in company with her father 
at the time she met him. 

Philips in swearing that I had two wives, swore that which no 
man in the colony could do without perjuring himself. 

I shall further remark that Philips’ family left him in Vandiemen’s 
Land, they consisted of Sister Catherine Philips, her daughter Eliza- 
beth Anne, and her son Thomas Riley, aged 21 years, they never 
intended to have anything more to do with him, on account of 
his dissolute conduct. ‘Thomas Riley is a painter, and has supported 


4 


63 


his mother and sister from that time ; on arriving in this city they 
united with the Church of the Saints. 


After being here nearly twelve months, they received two or 
three letters from him, begging to be received again in the family, 
with many fair promises of a better life, she would not heed his 
letters, until President Farnham and myself counselled her to write 
to him, and give him another trial. Thus in place of taking his 
family from him, we were the means of restoring him to them. 

I recognize the hand of my Heavenly Father in this case, and 
thank him for his mercies. 


I subscribe myself as ever, a friend of Peace and Truth. 
JOSIAH W. FLE\ ING: 


EDITORIAL. 


In consequence of the departure for Zion of many of the saints, and 
the call from President Brigham Young, for the return of all Elders 
of the Mission, the “‘Watchman”’ has been suspended for a time, 
and will only henceforth be issued as circumstances may seem to re- 
quire. ‘ihe reason is, that increased duties now devolve upon us, to 
instruct and prepare the saints—as many as can possibly do so— 
to gather, whilst all the available means will be required for 
assisting the Elders and the honest poor of the brethren to flee the 
confines of Babylon. 


In our present issue will be found Elder J. Jones’ first Lecture 
in reply to the Rev. S. C. Kent’s Lecture on Mormonism. We 
would request the saints and our readers to circulate the present 
issue ; for therein is fully exposed the refuge of lies (the Spalding 
story) into which the modern Scribes and Pharisees retreat when 
they are sore pressed upon with the evidence of the truth of the Book 
of Mormon. It was for this end, that the life of Sydney Rigdon was 
published in the first volume ; from which the chronological state- 
ment in reference to him is taken. 


The learned Editors and Priests often accuse the Prophet Joseph 
Smith of knavery, because he-did not declare that the original Jan- 
guage of the Book of Mormon was in some of the known languages; 
whilst it is clear, that if he had done so, his guilt would have been 
anquestionable ; for all reserches connected with the antiqutity of 
America, declare the written lan of the ancient Americans to 
be an unknown language: that which they use as an objection— 
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